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Sept. Red River Rover Rally 
Pledge, Presentation, Paints and Poodles

The hosts of the September Rally did a great job at the 
Coffee Creek Campground in Santo, TX.  Several members 
arrived on Wednesday to visit prior to the official rally start on 
Thursday evening with a group dinner at the Maverick.

The hosts set up a table in the club room with photo op 
supplies and several members participated by donning the 
various disguises provided. Fun!! Members reported 
shopping at various stores including the Pecan Shoppe, The 
Kennedy Sausage Shop and at the Hardware/Grocery Store 
in downtown Santo.

On Friday morning there was a tour of the Texas Hill Country 
Furniture Manufacturer and Store, arranged by Keith Grasso.  
The tour was conducted by Dennis, the owner, and his 
faithful dog who accompanied the group.  The informative 
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“TRIPLE R” NEWS 
A Member of Family Motor Coach Association, Inc

Hosts from L to R: Melody & Steve Beall, Shirley & Jerry 
Nelson, Nickie & Ray Gardner
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tour went from start to finish: from logs to sawing into boards of 
various dimensions, drying the wood, shaping it, furniture 
construction, staining and finish.

Chapter president, Gary Mabry, held a business meeting after 
breakfast on Saturday morning for the election of officers for 
2022. The meeting was followed by a presentation of Certificate 
of Appreciation from FMCA’s National Vice President South 
Central Area and President Six-State Rally Association, 
Herman Mullins, in recognition of Red River Rovers’ 20th 
anniversary. Herman and Bobbie Mullins were present for the 
entire rally and participated in the rally events.

The Saturday afternoon craft session was a take-off of the 
popular patron-participatory stores called “Painting With A 
Twist”.  The hosts provided paints, canvas, easels, and brushes 
for a small fee.  Advice for the artists was free and wine was 
available for boosting the imagination.  It became obvious that 
there is a lot of talent among the RRRs and the painting craft 
was a very popular event with 16 participants, including several 
male members.

On Saturday evening the hosts led the group in the Pledge of 
Allegiance and placed small US flags on the tables in honor of 
those who died from the tragic events of September 11, 2001.
There was a 50’s theme on Saturday evening and out came the 
poodle skirts and long tailed white shirts with rolled up jeans for 
the ladies and black slacks and white shirts for the gentlemen.   
Several danced to the music provided by Carl Cassady.

The rally was attended by 36 people, visitors included.  
Although R.L. and Andrea Downs became members of our 
chapter in June, the September rally was their first and they 
were duly welcomed by receiving the DA Award Saturday night.

The blessing was asked prior to every meal and the Sunday 
morning devotional was given by Nickie Gardner.

The Rally Menu:
Friday dinner - Texas hash, green beans, salad, rolls and bread 
pudding.
Saturday breakfast - Sausage patties, links, scrambled eggs, 
biscuits and gravy.
Saturday dinner - Barbecue, potato salad, slaw, rolls catered by 
Natty Flats.  Nickie Gardner made the banana pudding.
Sunday morning - Continental breakfast.

The host team consisted of Ray and Nickie Gardner, Jerry and 
Shirley Nelson, Steve and Melody Beall and the Nelson’s 
daughter and son-in-law, Becky and Mark Phillips, who were 
guests. 

Jeannette Idell
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Rally Schedule 

Mar 11 - 14: Cancelled 

Mar 10 - 13: FMCA Intl. 
Convention | Perry, GA 

Apr 15 - 18: Choctaw Casino 
KOA | Durant, OK 

May 13 - 16: Rusk KOA | Rusk, TX 

Jun 10-13: Choctaw Casino KOA 
| Durant, OK  

Sep 9 - 12: Coffee Creek RV Park 
| Santo, TX 

Sep 30 - Oct 3: By The Lake RV 
Resort | Ardmore, OK 

Oct 6 - 9: FMCA South Central 
Area Rally “6 State” | Hutchinson, 
KS 

Nov 4 - 7: Buckhorn Lake Resort | 
Kerrville, TX 

Dec 4: New China King Buffet | 
Denton, TX 

Membership Chairman 
Bill Idell

903-891-0622 Cell
billidell@gmail.com
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Special Events 

Anniversaries: 

Bill & Josie Clyde
Gary & Kathy Mabry

Birthdays: 

Carol Decker
Shirley Nelson
Tom Woodling

President’s Message 
The summer lay-off sure made Kathy and I 
ready to see our group again. We were happy to 
see everybody healthy and ready to have a good 
time! 

We elected the Chapter Officers for next year 
and I personally think the Chapter will be in 
good hands. 
  
I Hope everyone arrived home safe and are 
getting ready for our next Rally.  Ardmore, 
here comes the Rovers. 

Safe Travels!   
Gary Mabry

October Rally 
Tech Talk:
Generator Operation and Service by Randy Lane

Craft Session:
Pumpkin Painting in a Halloween or Autumn motif (Fee $5.00). 
P l e a s e R S V P w i t h N i c k i e G a r d n e r a t 
nickiegardner1@gmail.com 

DA Award:  Do you Know a DA?

If you have had one of those “errors in judgement”  or 
“wow, I did not know that could happen” please share it 
with us; not to make fun or to laugh, but to perhaps learn 
something. Take a moment and write an “incident” report 
to nominate yourself, your spouse or a friend for the elite 
“Dumb Ass Award Recipient Club.”

It has been said you are not a Red River Rover until you 
have received the DA Award!

You can email your story to Gary Mabry at 
gmabrys@sbcglobal.net

“Triple R” 
News 

Linda Underwood
817-219-1038 Cell

lmunderwood99@gmail.
com

Terri Lane
817-475-4112 Cell
terrijlane@att.net
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SEPTEMBER “DUMB ASS (DA) AWARD” 

To our rally dinners, some of us bring paper plates and throw away plastic silverware and others 
bring breakable plates and real metal silverware they have to wash.

I just happened to be at the trash can and saw R.L. Downs digging in the garbage. He was coming 
up with some really foul smelling stuff! In doing so, R.L. was getting quite a bit of flack from some of 
us. While trying to save face he said to his wife, Andrea, threw one of their good forks out with the 
paper plates.  

Now, I'm not going to start any rumors but that small glass Andrea walked around with had clear 
liquid in it. Could it be water, vodka, gin or even white wine? One thing is for sure, She was not going 
to put her hand and arm in the garbage!

This is the way it happened. Andrea looked at her HERO and sweetly said (not asked), “Dear, would 
you go look in the trash for my fork?” 

R.L. and Andrea come get your award!!!

Gary Mabry
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Gary Mabry Presents the DA Award to R.L. and Andrea Downs
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RED RIVER ROVERS 20th ANNIVERSARY! 

Herman Mullins and his wife, Bobbie, visited the Red River Rovers September Rally and joined in the 
festivities. Herman is our Six State Vice President.  He presented us with our 20 Year a
Anniversary Certificate from FMCA and discussed Six State at the Kansas State Fair Grounds.

Herman and Bobbie joined in the evening games of cards, Poker and Skip-Bo respectively. Herman 
said he would have to visit us again to see if he could win some of his money back!

Gary Mabry
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Herman Mullins Presents Anniversary Certificate to Gary Mabry
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SEPTEMBER CRAFT SESSION 

Shirley Nelson and Nickie Gardner presented “Painting With a Twist” for September’s craft session. 
We each had painted examples of a simple camper on a small canvas with various backgrounds. 
Each participant was given a canvas board, a template for the camper, pencils and paints.  They 
were also fitted with little plastic “aprons” to keep everyone’s clothes clean.

We were concerned we would not have many attendees, but the turnout was great with 16 painters! 
We even had three of the men join in the painting activity since there was no Tech Talk.

Shirley provided a nice blush wine, which we served to those who wanted to partake. Ramon 
Gardner built a bunch of table-size easels, which were used by several painters.  Everyone really 
enjoyed “Painting With a Twist”!

Nickie Gardner 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Shirley Nelson and Nickie Gardner Lead September’s Craft
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RED RIVER ROVER “MEMORIES” 
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Dancing the Night Away!
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Photo Ops! 
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Texas Hill Country Furniture Manufacturer and Store Tour
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